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ABDUCTIONS WAS USE OF AUTOS WITHOUT PLATES, A TRADE- 
MARK OF THE GOA'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, THE SIDE (SECRETARIA 
DE INTELIGENCIA DEL ESTADO) . 

3. IN ITS TREATMENT OF THE ABDUCTIONS, "LA OPINION" EDITORIALIZED 
SOLEMNLY THAT ONLY POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR ABDUCTIONS, GIVEN 
GOA'S AND PRES VIDELA' S ASSURANCES OF RESPECT FOR LEGALITY 

UPON TAKING POWER, WAS THAT SOME INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL 
ENEMY IS TRYING TO CAUSE FAILURE OF NEW GOVT BY DAMAGING 
IMAGE. PAPER PULLED OUT ALL STOPS BY POINTING' OUT ARGENTINA'S 
DELICATE POSITION, WITH CITATIONS OF POSSIBLE NEGATIVE 
EFFECTS UPON INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, ADVERTISING 
EXECUTIVES CONVENTION PRESENTLY IN BA, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERS CONGRESS IN CARACAS, ITALIAN AND AMERICAN ELECTIONS, 

NEW ARGENTINE AMBASSADORS TAKING UP POSTS, AND UNHCR REP 
VISITING ARGENTINA. OVERALL EFFECT IS CLEAR IMPLICATION 
THAT GOA ELEMENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE- FOR ABDUCTIONS, AND THAT 
GOA WILL PAY HEAVY PRICE IN DAMAGE. TO ITS IMAGE, A LA CHILE. 

4. COMMENT: "LA OPINION" IS CLEARLY USING ABDUCTIONS AS 
VEHICLE TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER MUCH WIDER PROBLEM OF GOA 
REPRESSIVE PRACTICES. EDITORS ARE RUNNING THE RISK OF 
HAVING PAPER CLOSED, OR WORSE. IT IS QUITE CORRECT, HOWEVER, 

IN RECOGNIZING AND WARNING THAT IF SUCH ABUSES CONTINUE, 

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL OPINION WILL TAG GOA WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY AND IT WILL RAPIDLY BEGIN TO ACQUIRE 

SAME IMAGE AND PROBLEMS AS CHILEAN JUNTA. THERE CAN BE 
LITTLE DOUBT THAT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THESE ABDUCTIONS, 

AND OTHER ABUSES BEING REPORTED, ARE GOA -SECURITY FORCES 
ACTING EITHER WITH APPROVAL OF SUPERIORS OR WITH THEIR 
TACIT CONSENT. IT MAY BE THAT PRES VIDELA AND THE MODERATES 
DO NOT APPROVE AND WOULD LIKE TO STOP IT. THEIR INABILITY 
TO DO SO, IN FACE OF CLEAR REALIZATION THAT SUCH ABUSES 
WILL BRING SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS, RAISES URGENT QUESTIONS 
OF INHERENT STABILITY OF REGIME AND ITS ABILITY TO CONTINUE 
ON MODERATE COURSE. 
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